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2025-2026
It has been a busy year with a focus on consolidating changes introduced last year. Our new Treasurer, Tony Gornall, has been a welcome addition to the team. We are delighted to have the support of Yvonne, Joanne and Miranda to assist in running the organisation. 
Rob Kemp is stepping down as groups co-ordinator. He has given time and energy tirelessly to the u3a and is looking forward to a bit more time for family life and his numerous hobbies.

Membership
The current membership of the Longridge U3A is 287, following a full-scale review of the membership lists.  We have attracted 29 new members this year. Numbers attending our Tuesday monthly meetings have again been in the range from 80 to 100.   
Groups
Our Groups have had another wonderful year that has been packed full of a huge variety and of activity across nearly all of our 36 groups.  It would be impossible to capture all of the breadth and depth of groups activity here.
Convenors and other group members are instrumental in the running of our groups largely on an independent basis, and we are extremely grateful for this.  We are also very grateful for the contribution of Joanne Barker and Miranda Ratcliffe who have provided extra support for groups.  We again took the opportunity at this year’s Convenors’ Lunch to say a big thank you.
The introduction of a temporary Banking Hub at the Civic Hall from September 2025 meant that u3a Bridge, Canasta, Guitar and Ukulele groups could no longer use their Meeting Room.  This was a major disruption for a period that was unspecified.  Bridge and Canasta groups took the decision to move venue to the Longridge Station Buildings Meeting Room and negotiated to take the Civic Hall ‘card tables’ with them, at least for the time-being.  Both Guitar and Ukulele groups initially remained at the Civic Hall, holding sessions in between the kitchen and bar areas off the main hall, but this was less than ideal (e.g. it was cold) and in January 2026 both of these groups moved to the Stage Door off Berry Lane, Longridge.
The Birdwatching group has established itself very successfully with numerous outings and it is unfortunate that activities have had to be curtailed in recent months due to convenor illness.
The Garden Visits group has been out and about pretty much every week since the Spring, visiting local gardens as well as those further away.
A few of the groups have had quieter than expected years, notably, Theatre Visits and Bus Pass travel, which require careful planning of trips out and are also subject to the impact of weather and / or external factors.
A new Chess group was formed in March 2026, with David Metcalfe as Convenor and the group meets twice monthly, typically with 4 players currently.
The Cycling group has, until recently, operated as a single group with just 1 ride taking place every Thursday morning, typically around 20 to 30+ miles.  However, an additional ‘shorter-ride’ seasonal group has been formed, also Thursday mornings, offering a shorter ride of up to 18 miles.
The Guitar and Ukulele groups have performed songs at several Wednesday sessions of the Civic Hall’s ‘Laughter and Lunch’ group and also the Ukulele group and Rusty Band have played at Longridge Library, which have been particularly well attended.
Taster sessions in Petanque were held in January  / February at Broughton and District Club with a view to possibly setting up a new group.  The sessions were popular, and it is hoped that it can get going again in due course.
The History group has had a notably packed schedule of talks during the year, many of which have been open to all members.
The Table Tennis group, which plays at Longridge High School Sports Centre, were left with no available tables after the School had to dispose of their tables, which had become unsafe.  The Group were very grateful to be able to continue through the winter due to the generous offer to use the facilities in Chipping Village Hall.  New tables have since been purchased by the High School and the group has returned.
The Walking Cricket group is now established, and from 14 May has been meeting at Longridge Cricket Club on Thursday mornings.
We were sad to say goodbye to Andrew Seed, convenor of Boats, Trains, Planes and Autos, who died a few months ago.
Our Groups are of crucial importance to Longridge U3A and we are keen to develop them further, so if anyone has any ideas for new groups that they would like to pursue, then please let us know.

	Group
	Outgoing convenor
	Incoming convenor

	Cycling
	Janet Russell
	Hazel Kemp


	
Website and Technical Support
We continue to use the Beacon system to manage the details of Longridge u3a's membership. There have been a few upgrades this year and following discussions between HMRC and u3a HQ, a new gift aid tool has been developed. This is presently undergoing test and we be released soon. We are delaying claiming gift aid until the new tool is released.

Our website continues to develop and a new calendar feature has recently been launched. This conveniently condenses each month's activities into a one page display.

Health and Safety
All electrical equipment was PAT tested in January 2026. We are grateful to our three fire wardens who help make our meetings safer in case of an emergency. 

Events
The Events team of 7 people has continued to meet regularly during the year, reporting all decisions to the trustees for approval.
During the year we have been responsible for catering at the Tuesday meetings, the Conveners’ Lunch and the Volunteers’ Coffee Morning. We have represented the u3a at the Longridge and Goosnargh Show and organised the annual Christmas Dinner, as well as organising other events as they arise. 
Until now, we have held monthly Publicity sessions at the Thursday Market but these are now being scaled back, partly because of the changing nature of the market and partly due to lack of volunteers. We will review this regularly. 
Much behind the scenes preparation is involved in producing successful events.
Our second Ceilidh and Hot Pot Supper was held in September by popular demand. Tickets are now available for our third on September 26th. I think that speaks for itself.
More organisation and team work than usual was needed in the run up to the annual Christmas Dinner, when our chosen venue was unexpectedly sold and the new owners closed it immediately. The team stepped up straightaway and started from scratch to produce in a very short time a very enjoyable Christmas Dinner at Longridge Golf Club. Please join us this year for our annual celebration at the Golf Club.
The Coffee and Cake morning to thank existing volunteers and encourage new ones was disappointing. No new volunteers came forward but the old faithfuls enjoyed coffee, delicious cake and lots of chat. We tried a new venue for this, Wilfrid’s Club and they were very helpful.
New volunteers are always welcome and essential to the continued running                          of Longridge u3a. Please consider giving a little or a lot of your time to keep this great organisation going. 

Publicity
A revised leaflet and a new flier have been created which provide refreshed information for potential members. We opted for more pictures and fewer words! Members have started distributing them to shops, cafes- anywhere that people visit!! 
If you have a neighbour, friends or places you go that haven’t heard about the u3a yet, take a couple of leaflets with you to share. 
Pat Gardiner has continued to fly the u3a flag at the Health Mela in Preston and setting up our stand at Longridge Show. Thanks to Pat and all the members who volunteered to chat to people at the Show and explain who we are and what we do. 
Loneliness continues to be a modern plague, especially among older people. The u3a offers social connection, friendships, new learning and new opportunities to members. There are still a lot of people in the area who don’t know about so please help spread the news!


Monthly meetings
As I look back over the past 12 months our speakers have once again shared their experiences, educated us, made us laugh and even cry, we have been entertained, we have been inspired and we have been humbled. 
We have had returning speakers which is testament to them as presenters and also to our members who make them feel so welcome. 
We have received helpful information from Carers Link and an audiologist, looked at nature through the Kingfisher, Dale House plant nursery and less visited structures around Lancashire, Cumbria and Yorkshire, we have been entertained with The Great American Songbook, we have raised money for charity helping the orphanage school in Kampala and raising awareness of organ donation, looked at the role of women in the first world war and the 2nd part of the tale of a customs officer.
The diary is once again full for the next 12 months with a variety of speakers that we will through them "learn, laugh, live"
I am most receptive to speakers that are referred through recommendation

Other 
The u3a owns a certain amount of equipment which is all logged on out asset register and is all either stored in our cupboard at the Civic or looked after by custodians for regular use by groups. We have made a number of purchases during the year including the cupboard, microphones, first aid kit.
We have recently received a grant from DJ Sidebottom / Glasdon Charitable Programme .

Finance
The steady increase in membership and the addition of another grant means we are on a secure financial footing. Despite spending more on equipment, printing and support for monthly meetings (chairs!) we have a healthy balance.
We are waiting to be able to collect our gift aid from HMRC as there are system changes in process. We will claim for this year (24-25) and last year (23-24)
Looking to the future
Longridge u3a has grown this year with more members and more groups and events. We have also increased the number of members who come forward to offer ongoing or ‘as needed’ support in a volunteer role. 
We look forward to introducing card payments in the near future which will help reduce the amount of cash and making paying for events and membership easier.
We are keen to continue to expand the number and range of groups and opportunities for members in the months to come. We are also keen to both consolidate and develop how we organise and manage our growing u3a.
And finally
On a personal note, I would like to thank the committee for their support over my two years as Chair and I wish them, our wonderful volunteers and the new Chair a successful and exciting year ahead,
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