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Message from Andrew Buckingham- speaker at January’s meeting 

Many thanks for allowing me to speak to the group today. It was a pleasure to meet them and really appreciate the opportunity.
There was £124.50 in the collection , which will all go to the project. The equivalent of 3 months wages for a teacher at the school, it is most appreciated.
Best wishes for a successful 2026.
Andy Buckingham

Please see important information about renewing your subscription below

Thank you for offering to help Rob co-ordinate our groups – but more volunteers would be appreciated!
We would like to invite members to volunteer to contribute alongside Rob towards parts of the Group Coordinator role.  Ideally, we would like to have a small team of people who can work together and contribute to tasks such as:
· Update venue risk assessments.  Maintain equipment inventories.  Gather group attendance records.
· Support individual interest groups, helping convenors and others, e.g. matters relating to venues, group communications, equipment and sharing group tasks.
· Helping to set up new groups.  
Many of these tasks are an annual one-off whilst others are as and when a need arises. 
Please contact Rob via email  groupcoordinator4u3a@gmail.com . You can also chat to Rob at the monthly meeting. 
Thanks

Speaker at our February meeting
Jennifer Ray - "A Lancashire Lass".
 
Jennifer will be delivering a talk “Only a Stone’s Throw"
This is an illustrated talk of less visited structures in North Lancashire, Cumbria and Yorkshire - historical, geographical and folklore

Jennifer is a former Longridge youth club worker and lady captain of Longridge Golf Club

History Group

There will be a presentation on:-

John Talbot Clifton
Explorer and Squire of Lytham Hall
By
Marianne Blaaboer
!0am Longridge Cricket Club
Wednesday 11th February 2026
All Welcome

Reminder
It would be helpful if members could aim to come to the Monthly meetings at 1.30 so that everyone is signed in and seated for the start at 1.45. Many thanks!

COMMUNITY FOODBANK@LONGRIDGE

Longridge foodbank, based at St Paul’s Church is now independent and from January 2026 will be known as Community Foodbank @ Longridge. It will continue to be open every Friday between 11:00am and 1:30 at St Paul’s, with representatives from Citizens Advice Bureau, the Children and Family Wellbeing service and Ribble Valley Council Housing in attendance on a fortnightly basis to assist its vulnerable clients. The tremendous support given to the work of the food bank by the community of Longridge and surrounding areas through regular donations via local supermarkets and direct to food bank by a number of individuals and organisations continues to be much appreciated.
A new website is in the process of being developed, details of which will be publicised shortly.

Civic Hall Lawn Mowing
Would anyone like to assist with lawn mowing around the Civic Hall?
If so please email jeanhillwalking@gmail.com
This may be of interest to some members
I wanted to reach out to ask for your support in advertising a local volunteer role that I think would be of interest to your members.
The IMB is a group of volunteers who monitor the treatment and conditions of people in custody, providing independent oversight to ensure fairness and decency. It’s a role that offers variety, challenge, and the chance to make a real difference.
The Independent Monitoring Boards (IMB) will be opening recruitment on 7 January until the 18th of Feb, and I believe there is a lot of overlap between the type of people who join U3A and those who volunteer with us.

Many of our most successful members are retired or semi-retired people who want to continue learning new skills, engaging with their communities, and doing valuable and interesting work. This seems to align closely with the interests of U3A members.

You can find more information about the role on our website:
https://imb.org.uk/
Sophie Anscombe

Health Mela 

The Silver Health Mela Anniversary this year will be held at UCLAN Preston on Saturday 11th April 2026 from 11.00am - 3.00pm.
Everyone welcome to attend but if you would like to help on the day, please contact
Pat Gardner on publicity4longridgeu3a@gmail.




Dates for your diary

Friday 13th March  Convenors’ Lunch
Saturday 26th September Ceilidh
Sunday 8th. November Remembrance Sunday 
Saturday 12th. December Annual Christmas Dinner


Annual Subscriptions

Annuals subscriptions are due on the 1st of April, 2026. This year we will be simplifying the the collection of subscriptions. Single membership £20, two persons living at the same address £30.

For existing members there will be no need to fill in the application form this year. Only new members will need to complete the application form.

Payment methods:


BACS (on-line banking) – if you are paying subs via BACS please note that our Bank Account details have changed, new details are:-

Name : U3A LONGRIDGE MEMBERSHIP FEES
Account No : 67468287
Sort Code : 089299

Please ensure that you fill in the reference box with your initial and surname

If your email address or gift aid statement has changed then please email the Membership Secretary on memsec4u3a@gmail.com

Cash and Cheques – We will be collecting cash and cheques at both the March and April monthly meetings. Please go to the dedicated tables in the area between the kitchen and bar at the Civic Hall. You will be asked to confirm your email address and gift aid position.

What if I cannot get to a meeting?
If you are unable to get to a meeting please email memsec4u3a@gmail.com to make alternative arrangements.
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